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Making Real the Dream of Education for
All Through Open Schooling and Open

Universities in Ghana

Michael A. Tagoe'

Abstract

Although the last three decades have witnessed astronomical increases in enrollment in basic education, the challenges
of access, equity, and quality continue to confront countries, especially in sub-Saharan Africa. In Ghana, education sector
policies and reforms have been unable to deal with low transition rates from primary to junior high schools, from junior
high schools to senior high schools, and from senior high schools to tertiary level. Children and young students who are
unable to continue fail to reenter because of the absence of complementary or alternative pathways. The old paradigm of
physical expansion continues to dominate policies of access. Although several developed and developing countries have used
open schooling and open universities to widen access, the success of these programs has been found on strong policies,
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commitment of government, and huge investment in technology. Indeed, the future lies with open schooling and open

universities.

Keywords
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Introduction

The Education for All (EFA) world initiative launched in
990 (Jomtien, Thailand) and ratified in 2000 (Dakar,
Senegal; Torres, 2011; United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization [UNESCO], 2000), and the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs; especially those on
education) underscore the critical role that education plays in
developing the e and skills of people for a socially
progressive society and a vibrant knowledge-based economy
(Council of Ministers of Education, 2012). No country can
improve the quality of life of its people without investment
in human capital. Investment in human capital has been
found to “foster growth through technoloy
invention and innovation as well as facilitating the uptake
and imitation of new technologies” (Oxley, Le, & Gibson,
2008, p. 284),

In developing the knowledge and skills of a country’s
workforce for the future, children, youth, and adults must be
seen as valuable assets. This means that countries need to

issues of access, low quality of education, and high cost of
education (Danicl, 2012),

In Ghana, only 60% of junior high school (JHS) leavers
could enter senior high school (SHS) in 2014 (Republic of
Ghana, 2014) because of inadequate places, poor perfor-
mance in the basic Education Certificate Examination, and
the criterion for selection of pupils into secondary schools in
Ghana (Ministry of Education, 2013). At the university level
of the 111,140 students who quali 0 the nine public
universities in 2012/2013, only 66,589 could be offered
admission into these public universities (National Council
for Tertiary Education [NCTE], 2014). Although private uni
versities in Ghana absorb some of these students, regular
intake into public universities is still woefully inadequate in
relation to the contributions of university education to
national development. A more worrying phenomenon is the
growing limited opportunities for out-of-school youth, and
workers who face keen competition from the large cohort of
new secondary school graduates competing for the limited

spaces in the uni
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= Two other centers were late incorporations (Belvitge and Canary Islands)
The field work started in 2003 in the vanguard center of PREDIMED-NAVARRA (University of Navarra)'®! and the trial was completed
in 2011 following the recommendation of the Data and Safety Monitoring Board, Xavier Pi-Sunyer, Frank B. Hu, Joan Sabaté and
Carlos A Gonzélez). The main paper with the final cardiovascular results was published in 2013, but retracted and immediately
republished in 2018 because of errors in statistical methodology, which were revised in the republished paper

Principal investigators (ea

The coordinators and principal investigators of the PREDIMED Research Networks were R. Estruch (2003-2005) from Hospital Clinic
(Barcelona) and M A. Martinez-Gonzalez (2006-2013) from University of Navarra (Spain).
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Abstract

This study investigates two questions key to academic library resources and services:
Which sources are students most likely to use to begin their academic work? Whom do
students tend to consult for research assistance? In-depth interviews conducted with 15
undergraduate and graduate students were thematically analyzed through a three-step
process. The findings indicate that students are most likely to consult faculty and peers
for assistance and are largely unaware of librarians' roles, while they tend to begin
research using library databases and do not necessarily start with Google. In addition,
student use of small study groups as learning networks and reliance upon alternate sites
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