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Poczatek

Edueation is the key to ‘open’ science

sik: T was intrigued by the leader article by
Professor Racker on the subject of
Science for people’. Professor Racker
appeals to the fear that probably lurks in
most civilized and affluent societies, that
of returning to ‘the way things were’.
While agreeing that science should be
opened up to the people, | must first dis-
agree with the tone of his article.

First, though life may have been very
uncomfortable prior to all the medical
advances mentioned in his article, never-
theless many people did survive these
conditions to propagate the species. 1 think
that environmentalists are worried that
either one significant event (e.g. possible
depletion of the ozone layer by aerosol
sprays) or an accumulation of pollution
events, will lead at least to a drastic
modification of human life as we know it at
present, if not its complete extermination.
He mentions and dismisses solar energy as
a means of solving our energy problems in
the future. Like Professor Racker, I am
not an expert in this field. T believe however

that one of the main problems with its
widespread use is the labour costs involved
in building and installing such units. In
this case why are we not teaching our sons
and daughters in high school the principles
behind the construction and use of various
types of solar energy converters?

Much has been written in recent years
about the lack of communication between
scientists and the public. What I would like
to see take place is an education of the
masses to make them more aware of the
problems immediately around them,
energy, pollution and waste disposal etc.
I think this awareness should then be
increased to admit that there are people in
other lands that have problems at least as
great if not greater than ours. I thoroughly
agree that the public should have ‘a much

greater awareness of what science is doing

to solve these problems. If enough honest
communication is established between
scientists and the public, it must inevitably
lead to a knowledge of what science is not
doing to solve these problems. For
example, how relatively small is the amount

Shargool, P.D. 1979, "Education is the key to ‘open’
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of money and effort going to solve
problems of famine and pollution, com-
pared with the amounts put into more
obscure problems in ali of the sciences?

Personally, I feel that it would be good
for the scientific community to make it
more open and public. First of all however
there must come the need on the part of the
public to want this information. This
interest surely can only come about if it is
as important to the schools to teach about
the work and philosophy of Einstein,
Fleming and for that matter Dow Corning,
as it is about past presidents, wars, and
political institutions. All of my suggestions
may mean some revision of the school
curriculum, but in Canada at any rate this
is long overdue, and 1 believe similar
comments apply to the American school
system.

P. D. SHARGOOL

Associate Professor of Biochemistry, Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon,
Canada S7TN 0OWO,
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